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FEB 2012               
  
 BOY-LED, PARENT SUPPORTED          “BE PREPARED”      
  

Patrol Leaders Council

Senior Patrol Leader-Dana D.
Asst. SPL-
Asst. SPL-
Quartermaster-
Scribe-
Chaplain’s Aid-
Historian-
Librarian-
Bugler-
Instructor-
Guide-
Leave No Trace Tnr-
Webmaster-
O/A Rep-
Badgers PL-
Cobras PL-
Dragons PL-
Eagles PL-
Hawks PL-
Pheasants PL-
Raccoons PL-
Scorpions PL-
Wolverines PL-
Woodchucks PL-
OUR AWESOME WEB SITE!

    www.bsatroop611.com
TREASURER’S REPORT

Ending available Troop balance 1/26/12, $2,947.00.

 Dues are Due
Your Scout’s quarterly dues were due in January.  Please remit to the scribe or treasurer if you haven’t already.  Thanks!
Distribution List

Please use the distribution list I use for the newsletter for any Troop business.  People are using old lists that are incorrect.  Thanks! 

Advancement Report

A Board of Review was held on January 25, 2012.  The following Scouts advanced in rank:

Dirk H.


Life
Andrew A.

2nd Class

Sean F.


2nd Class
Congratulations to these Scouts on their achievements!
Next BOR:  February 15th
Scout Sunday/Donut Hospitality/Mass Participation
Scout Sunday will be February 5th and it will be a busy day!!  Did you think we were going to relax the day after the Pasta Dinner?  (
Scouts should attend their house of worship in Class A uniform to support the birthday of Scouting.  Scouts have been notified of their participation at Holy Cross at the 9am Mass.

Questions?  See Mr. Swanson or Mr. Kromm

Mr. and Mrs. Sinopoli are coordinating the Donut Hospitality.  Please plan on signing up for a shift to work.  We also need trained adults (minimum Youth Protection and Virtus).  Sheets will be available for sign ups at the February 1 meeting.
   Pasta Dinner 
All pasta tickets not sold and money collected are due on Wednesday, February 1. Parents and Scouts need to sign up for one shift on Saturday, February 4.
Food prep is on Friday, February 3rd.  Come help with the meatballs or decorations that evening!

The sign up sheet has gone out in a separate email.  This is one of our Troop’s biggest fundraisers and all about Troop unity!!  This is only successful with EVERYONE’S help plus it’s fun!!
Questions?  See Mrs. Sunseri

Welcome new Boy Scouts and their families to Troop 611!:

Justin C.

Konrad D.

David E.
Ethan H.
Garrett J.
Kolin J.
Jeremy N.

Alexander S.
    Court of Honor
Our Troop will be having a Court of Honor on February 29 at 7pm during the regular Troop meeting at 7pm.  ALL families should attend!!  Come see what the boys have earned.  Even if your Scout hasn’t earned anything, we encourage all families to support what the boys have been doing since the last COH.  There will be refreshments.  Don’t know what to bring??  Ask your Scout who finds out from his Patrol Leader who finds out from the Senior Patrol Leader… (
Snack Bar for Soccer Tournament

Thank you to everyone who worked the AYSO Snack Bar fundraiser!!  We will find out soon how much will go toward climbing equipment for the Troop.  A special thank you to Mr. Filgueras for organizing and working every weekend in the snack bar.  Thank you to Mrs. Stuhr for giving the Troop this opportunity and for buying and stocking every weekend for us!  And a big thank you to Mr. Bautista who called the Troop to fill the empty worker slots.  (
Climbing Instructor Training
Troop 611 has the opportunity to bring Climbing Instructor Training to the Troop as part of the regularly scheduled Troop meetings on Wednesdays. The training normally consists of classroom instruction covering the BSA standards for climbing, equipment and gear used and knots used when climbing as part of a BSA outing. There is normally a one-day classroom session, an outdoor practical session, and an actual climbing event for certification. We have approached the Council High Adventure Team and they are willing to provide the classroom instruction over a series of Wednesday evenings, coinciding with Troop meetings, if we have enough interested instructors.
         Requirements: Adult; 18 years or older; male or female; and registered with the BSA.
         What we need to know is who would be interested and can they make the classes on Wednesday evenings.
         It may not be practical to start the classes before March or April.
We need to put a plan together to do this or simply say it was a nice idea but would not work for us.
Yours In Scouting,

Mr. Kromm

Winter Camp

Troop 611 will be going to Camp Three Falls for Winter Camp, February 24-26.  Please see Mr. Middleton with any questions.
Check out your February issue of Boys’ Life.  There are articles that talk about Scouts and winter events!

Scoutmaster’s Musings

Hi Troop 611 Families,

Joshua Tree was certainly a lot of fun and it was great to see all our scouts having a good time.  The weather cooperated nicely!   I am happy to report to you that Troop 611 earned the highest level of Journey to Excellence, BSA’s new Quality Unit system.  Our new patches are available now so please see me if you did not get yours.  

I am very pleased to welcome our new Scouts transitioning from Pack 3604 this month.  Along with the 8 scouts from 3601, that gives us a total of 12 new scouts. Let’s all try our best to welcome and help them transition into Boy Scouts.   
I want to thank everyone involved with running the AYSO snack bar in January, the money will be extremely helpful.  I also want to thank every member of the troop for their help with our big Pasta Dinner on February 4.  This is a very important night for everyone in the troop and the help of every parent and scout is critical for success.  

Steve Swanson

Troop 611 Scoutmaster
Thank You!!
Thank you’s from January:

Mr. Proulx.-Leading Joshua Tree Climb/Car Camp

And all the Scoutmasters and parents that went to supervise and drive our boys so they could participate in this weekend!
2012 Summer Camp

We have reservations for Holcomb Valley Summer Camp for June 24- June 30th.  Sign-ups have begun.  The cost is $400 (we may have to increase that to cover the cost of a bus).  There are 3 more- $100 payments due on Feb 22, March 21, and April 25.  Questions?  See Mr. Swanson

Scouts’ Own
At our outing at Joshua Tree NP we conducted a brief Scouts' Own reflecting on the beauty and wonder of God’s creation that we had encountered that day while climbing and scampering over rocks. It was an inspirational and yet informal ceremony held around the campfire after sunset.

This Scouts' Own was not a replacement for our own worship according to our faith. Robert Baden-Powell expanded on the idea and in 1928 described it as an event open to all and offensive to none. That evening, we simply reflected on the words of a hymn praising God for the wonders of creation. I think that this was accomplished by the quiet “acclamation by hand” given at its conclusion by the Scouts present. 
May we bring more such experiences to our Troop meetings and outings. May God bless you all in all that you do.
Mr. Kromm, Deacon, Troop Chaplain, and Asst. Scoutmaster,

BSA Troop 611
Happy Birthday Scouting!!

February 8, 1910
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IMPORTANT DATES
2/12-Bridging of Pack 3604 to Boy Scouts
2/16-Roundtable/OA-7:30pm
2/22-NO MEETING, Ash Wednesday
2/23-Committee Meeting-7:00pm** Note day change**

March-Committee Challenge-TBA
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Clayton F.     
10/17/01

Sean H.                
2/19/02

Steven C.
           1/21/04

Michael K.            
2/18/04

Christopher K.    
  6/24/04

Aaron J.                 
9/21/04

Erik S.            
10/14/04

Taylor F.       
10/14/04

Carl S.               
10/14/04

Matthew W.          
 10/14/04

Daniel E.                
 1/19/05

Kyle K.          
 6/15/05

Brian I.                 
 7/20/05

Danny H.              
 8/17/05

Nicholas G.        
 9/7/05

Justin D.                        
11/20/05

Russell S.                       
 4/19/06

Shawn B.                       
10/18/06

Aaron A.                        
10/18/06

Zak P.                            
  12/2/06

David M.
4/18/07

Andrew F.
4/18/07

Jon L.                             
 6/20/07

Jeff D.                                   12/3/07

Steven K.                       
 2/20/08

Nathan P.                       
 3/19/08

Oscar T.                         
 4/16/08

Matthew M.                          11/19/08

Alex F.
12/17/08

Andrew S.                            11/18/09

Chris O.                                 8/18/10
Patrick T.
9/15/10

Eric W.
9/15/10

Matthew E.                           12/15/10

Kyle H.
1/19/11

Peter L.
5/18/11

Ryan S.
7/20/11

Matthew O.
10/19/11
Philmont Cavalcade

Hey all you buck-a-roo Scouts, just a reminder that your payment is due in full next month!  If you don’t know how much you owe, see Mrs. Schwartz.

Next cowpoke meeting (Scouts) will be Sunday, March 4 at 5pm at the Myszkowski residence.  

Questions? See Mr. Munsch or Mr. Myszkowski.
Virtus Training

What is Virtus?

VIRTUS is the brand name that identifies best practices programs designed to help prevent wrongdoing and promote "right doing" within religious organizations. The VIRTUS programs empower organizations and people to better control risk and improve the lives of all those who interact with the Church.

What does Virtus mean?
The word virtus derives from Latin, and means valor, moral strength, excellence, and worth. In ancient times, virtus denoted a way of life and manner of behavior that always aspired to the highest, most positive attributes of people and aspects of human interaction.
Who has to take Virtus?
All adults are required to take this class if you are working with youth to include but not exclusive, driving, Scouting for Food, Committee members, etc….  Troop 611 is sponsored by the Catholic Church therefore for them to be in compliance, all adults need to take this class.

When can I take it?

Two Safeguard the Children classes are available in February.  The first class on Wednesday, February 1, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. will be the original VIRTUS class for any volunteers working with children that have never taken a class.  
The second class will be on Wednesday, February 15th at 6:30 p.m. and will be the "Keeping the Promise" Class for anyone that has had their original certification expire.  Anyone interested in attending must call the parish office at 529-1397 to reserve their space, as space is limited.
What if I can’t make this class?

Go to virtus.org and register.  All classes in our area are open to you to take.  

Who needs to know I’ve taken this class?

Please make a copy and submit to the Training Coordinator, Mrs. Swanson.

Carpinteria Family Campout

There are still sites available for the Family Campout at Carpinteria State

Beach March 10, 2012.  We will be staying for one night.  The boys will be camping at the GRAC site AKA the Raccoon Group Site. Unfortunately, all of the sites neighboring this group site have been taken but there are still

several other sites in the park available.  If you would like to camp with your son and get a taste of what the outings are like this is your
opportunity to do so.  There are other "campsites" nearby such as Motel 6 
Four Seasons Santa Barbara for those who want to rough it.   

Dinner for the campout will be a Pot Luck with each patrol along with their families preparing one or two dishes - 1 entrée, 1 desert.  Ethnic and/or regional specialties are encouraged.  These dishes will be part of our Camping Chef event where the Scoutmaster, Committee Chair and Senior Patrol

Leader will be the Judges.  Categories will include best entrees, best desert, most unusual, best presentation and most creative.
Saturday morning we will try our luck at fishing for some Surf Perch at the beach, with a little work towards the Fishing Merit Badge (we will not be completing all the requirements for the badge so do not expect to get the badge by just showing up...).  You might be interested in this video which explains what type of equipment you may need and how to catch them.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3nIeyKkrc0
http://www.swimbait.com/techniques/perch.htm
More information to follow at upcoming troop meetings>
Questions?  See Mr. Jones (
TROOP 611
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