To:       New Scouts of Troop 611 and their parents
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F rom:  The Scoutmaster Team
WELCOME to Troop 611.  We are glad you decided to join us.  We hope you have fun, learn and grow as you journey through scouting and become an Eagle Scout someday.

We are providing some information to help ease the transition to Boy Scouting.

Meetings

Troop meetings are held year round every Wednesday at 7:00 pm at Holy Cross Church Parish Center.  Some meetings are cancelled due to holidays or moved due to availability of the Parish Center.  These changes will be announced in advance.  If any Scout can’t attend a scheduled meeting or event, they must notify their Patrol Leader in advance.

Dues

Initial dues are $20.00.  This fee covers the transfer fee paid to Council, neckerchief, neckerchief slide, red shoulder epaulets and dues for the first quarter.  Thereafter, dues are $13.00 per quarter, due the first Wednesday in January, April, July, and October.

Paperwork

Each Scout needs to complete and return the following items:

· Boy Scout application

· Driver/Auto information form, along with a copy of your Scout’s medical insurance card

· Resource Survey

Adult Leader Application

We encourage parents to fill out an adult leader application.  Whether you have experience in scouting or not we can utilize your talents.  Positions are available on the Scoutmaster team and on the Troop Parent Committee.  Please speak with a Scoutmaster or the Committee Chairperson to see how you can become a part of the Scouting experience. 

Scout Handbook

Inside each new Scout  handbook is a pull-out section entitled, “How to protect your child from child abuse:  A Parents Guide.”  Please read and discuss the pamphlet with your scout.  This will give him some useful information and fulfill one of the requirements for advancement to the first rank of Scout.

Operating Procedures

Please review our operating procedures located on our website www.bsatroop611.com.

If you have any questions or concerns please discuss them with the Committee Chair or one of the members of our Scoutmaster team. 
Camping / Hiking Needed Items

A sturdy backpack for hiking.  Not a day pack for school.  Pleas shop for one that fits your Scout now, and allows room for growth.  Check page 228 in the scout handbook for additional information*
· A sleeping bag rated at least 0 degrees*
· Approved mess kit
· Water bottle
· Flashlight
· Miscellaneous items listed on pages 224-225 of the scout handbook
· Troop 611 tee shirt can be purchased from the Scoutmaster team
*Due to expense you may be able to borrow these items from other sources

Permission Slips

Prior to every outing, permission slips will be issued at a meeting.  The permission slip must be returned by the date indicated, prior to the outing, so food, tent, and transportation assignments can be finalized.  Without a permission slip, signed by a parent or guardian, B.S.A. policy forbids participation in activities other than regular troop meetings. 

 Calendar

A calendar of planned events is included in this packet.  Dates and locations are subject to change.  


We provide a safe, positive, enjoyable program for your scout so he can be a leader and a good citizen in the community as he grows up.  If you have any questions, suggestions or concerns, please let us know as we always seek improvement.  Thank you for the opportunity to work with your scout.
Additional information is provided on our website www.bsatroop611.com
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